EFFECTS   OF   G H R I S T I AN I Z AT I O N
and work. Some of them were founded in waste regions, where the
monks, having no means of subsistence save their own labour,
brought the land under cultivation.1 But the extent of this work
of land-reclamation has been exaggerated; most of the monasteries
were founded by benefactors, whether kings or great landowners,
who endowed them with a whole estate, equipped with labourers,
so that the work of the monks reduced itself to supervising and
improving the cultivation of their lands.
Since the monasteries were always established outside the towns,
each of them had a church attached to it, in which the inhabitants
of the surrounding region attended divine worship. Thus it be-
came a centre of piety which attracted the great landowners and
their wives; for the monks appealed to the imagination by their
exceptional mode of life, which gave them the reputation of pos-
sessing supernatural power. Their churches became the centre
of parishes, which were sometimes of considerable size; thus they,
too, had their share in the creation of the network of parishes
which by the ninth century had extended over the whole area
of the land.
jeffects  of  the  process  of christiani-
z atio n
We have no knowledge of the reception given by the country
population to this new religion which upset their beliefs and habits.
It did not extirpate their most ancient beliefs, the cult of the dead,
spells and divination, which still flourish in France. It had no
need to destroy the belief in nature-divinities; for it had only to
change the feeling inspired by them. The Christian clergy them-
selves believed in the Devil and in maleficent demons, and there-
fore contented themselves with transforming the ancient gods into
powerful demons, whose worship in any form was rigorously
prohibited. The people clung most of all to the holy places with
which was connected the supernatural power of working cures;
in accordance with the method recommended by St. Gregory,
the clergy therefore sanctioned the continued existence of the old
1 Such was the character of the convents founded by monks from. Ireland, who
retired to the desert out of asceticism, with the object of finding a hard life there.
But the well-known example of St. Columba at Luxeuil remained an exception,
and the Irish left hardly any foundations in Gaul.
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